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Fred Lincoln (FL): I have the pleasure of sitting here today with Rob Sherman at his  
cottage located at 18 Broadway, which is named Unity Too. And Rob, before we begin 
talking about Bayside and your cottage, if you'd like to just share a little bit about your  
background and your family.  

Rob Sherman (RS): Well, it'll be short and sweet because I had no family until I married  
Joy. I was born in Massachusetts. And my mother abandoned me in the hospital when I  
was born in 1930. That was 90-some odd years ago. And I lived the first two years of my  
life in the hospital. And I was taken care of by hospital employees. And then, I was sent to  
a children's home in Fall River, Massachusetts where I was born. And I lived in a  children's 
home and another children's home a little later in Swansea, Massachusetts until  1944, I 
believe. I was 15 years old, and then was sent to Maine to live on a farm in Unity,  which is 
just a few miles from here. And I think I was sent because I was an orphan. And  no 
permissions had to be given and no family was available to worry about my upkeep.  And 
so here, I came having no knowledge of why I was sent. But I was sent. So, I lived on  the 
farm in Unity from 1944 until about 1951 or 1950. I graduated from Unity High  School in 
1949. And when I went to school, I took an academic program because I liked to  read 
history and literature and philosophy and things of that nature. But I didn't take the  
academic program because I never thought I would go to college. My not having a family,  
there was nobody whoever mentioned to me, no teachers, no guidance counselors, no  
parents that ever mentioned that I might go to college.  

FL: Nobody mentoring you?  

RS: No. The couple that I lived with on the farm were old people. They were 60 when I  
got there. And they didn't know how to raise a young boy, either [laughter]. So, it was  
periods of fretfulness and difficulties and other periods of pleasurable activity because I  
did have some neighbors who had children my age. We did play together and interacted 
together a great deal. A little side story-- when I came from Massachusetts to Maine, I  
came on the train from Boston -North Station in Boston- to Burnham Junction, Maine.  
And then I had to get on the Belfast and Moosehead Lake Railroad train and come to  
Unity. However, I was picked up and then taken to the farm in South Unity. So, in other  
words, in all the years that I've lived on that farm in Maine, in Unity, we never had any  
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mechanized means of transportation. No car, no truck, no tractors, or anything. We did all  
our work with horses. And so, consequently, when we wanted to get anywhere, we  
actually had to go to Unity and then get on the train and go from the train to Burnham  
Junction or the train to Belfast and then back again in that way.  
So, you really wanted to be going to a carefully planned destination.  

FL: You had to have a purpose.  

RS: Right. After I graduated high school in 1949, I stayed on that farm for a year or so.  
But then, relations between me and the old people got so bad that I just finally up and left.  
And I just went from one place to another where they would allow me to sleep during the  
night and would let me eat with their children. And I did that for about a year living on  
other farms.  

FL: This would be with people who you knew, Rob?  

RS: With who I knew that I had become familiar with by virtue of my having lived on the  
farm and interacted with them and their children. And so, I did that for another year or so.  
And then, finally, the farm that I was living on went out of business. And at that time that  
meant that I now had no place to live or sleep. I had no job, I had no means of eating, and  
so on. And I thought, "Well, this is a good time to go into the army." It was right in the   
middle of the Korean War.  

There was a draft. And I thought I knew that I would be drafted eventually, so I'll go into  
the army; and I was very conscious about this, and I remember it now. I'll learn an  
occupation; I'll learn a trade. And if I like the army, I'll stay in for 20 years and get out, I'll  
still be young enough to turn myself toward another occupation. So, I had it all thought out  
and all planned out.  

FL: Now, were there any skills from your prior work on the farms that you had acquired  
that helped you here?  

RS: Well, yeah. Farming skills, of course. But primarily, what had stayed with me, the  
skills associated with having to repair things and make do with what we had. I've always  
been a pretty good fix-it kind of person. Although, my fix-it business is more carpentry. I  
have never learned too much about electricity or plumbing. I can do minor stuff. But the  
reason I never did it is because the place where I lived never had electricity and plumbing.  
We didn't get electricity in Unity until after the Second World War. And I remember the  



electrical light going on and I remember vividly thinking when I was studying my  
homework for Unity High School, I remember vividly the difference between studying  
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beside a kerosene lantern and a lightbulb. It was just as clear as day. So anyway, in 1951, I  
decided I would go into the army. I enlisted and was turned down. And I was turned down  
because they said I had an overbite, which means that my bottom teeth hit my gum inside,  
top gum when I chew, which I had never heard of before, and which never bothered me. I   
went back to Unity and I had a little bit of money, less than a $100 in the bank, that I had  
saved from when I was a kid. And I took that money, and I went to Waterville. And I went  
to a dentist, and I asked him to pull out my front bottom four teeth and put a bridge in  
there so I could get into the army, and he did that.  

Within a week's time, I was back at the recruiting office again and enlisted again and was  
sent to Portland, and then was rejected a second time. And this time they said it was  
because I had a heart murmur. And I said, "Well, I don't know what a heart murmur is, but  
I can tell you I'm a small guy. But I have done tough work all my life, and I know how to  
do things. And the medical officer at the time I remember him saying, now this is in the  
middle of the Korean war, so I thought being rejected for the army when you're trying to  
get in was the strangest thing I'd ever heard of. And they said, "No, you'll never be  
drafted." But I wasn't that dumb. So, the medical officer said, "I can see you want to get  
into the army pretty badly, so I'm going to overlook these things." And so, he did certify  
me, and I enlisted. And then I stayed in the army for four years through which I had been  
sent overseas to Germany. Even though it was the Korean war, I didn't go to Korea. I went  
to Germany. And at that time, we had an occupation army in Germany. I was in the  
German Occupation and stayed in it for four years.  

And then because I had been in the army, I earned the GI educational benefits. But, in 
order to use those educational benefits, you had to get out of the army. You couldn't use  
them while you were in the army. So even though I liked my enlistment in the army, I had  
to get out to get my educational benefits, so I did. And then I asked myself the question,  
"What should I study?" Because when I was in the army, I had been a personnel specialist  
and had managed a large personnel office for a unit of about 350 men, I felt, "Well, that's  
kind of a business enterprise, so I'll go to a business college." I decided to go to Husson  
College in Bangor. But I took the business education program instead of just the business  
or finance program because I wanted to double my possibilities of employment. If I  
couldn't do business, then at least I could teach.  

FL: Something to fall back on.  



RS: In the army I learned typewriting. I also had learned to write shorthand. And I had  
gone to several other army schools. And so, I tried to capitalize on that. And then when I  
finished with the program and graduated in 1960, I still had a few GI benefits left. So, I  
decided to go on for a master's degree, but I didn't want to stay in the area. I went to  
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Kansas. I got a master's degree in Kansas, but I changed my major from business to  
philosophy because I said to myself, "Which courses that you're studying here, don't you  
like? And which do you like?" And I didn't like the business courses. And I did like the  
history and philosophy courses. So, I went into philosophy. But again, I stayed within  
education and went into philosophy of education. And when that was done, then my  
advisor said, "You should go on for a doctorate." And I said, "Well, what's a doctorate?  
The only doctor I know when I grew up in Unity was the veterinarian." And by the  
veterinarian-- by the way, he was also a kind of a local doctor. He would treat you for  
colds and other things as well.  

FL: Is that right?!  

RS: Oh, yeah. And he said, "Oh, no. A doctorate degree is just the final degree of a  
program." And I did get a scholarship to go to two different universities for a doctoral  
program. And I chose the one that paid the most money which was Rutgers University in  
New Jersey. So, I studied for two years and at Rutgers and then I received my doctorate in  
1968. But prior to that, I went to the University of Alabama while I was writing my  
dissertation and taught for three years at the University of Alabama. And then I was asked  
to move to the University of Florida in 1967. And I taught at the University of Florida  
from 1967 to 2000. I retired in the year, 2000.  

FL: You got around!  

RS: I moved around a lot.  

FL: And all these places, Rob, that you just described, you did not know anybody in any of  
these places?  

RS: I didn't know anyone. No.  

FL: You just went on your own-- it sounds like you were very driven. And you absolutely  
knew what you wanted to do in life.  



RS: Throughout my life, I've been very conscious of certain obligations and the necessity  
to take care of things myself. I was very conscious that knowing no one and having no one  
to support me, I had to make do for myself.   

FL: That takes a lot of strength, I would think both mental and physical -- all these things  
that you've done. And we're going to talk more, in a few minutes, about the repair and the  
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carpentry, which is evident in your cottage and the other things that you've done around  
Bayside itself. What a wonderful background.   

RS: I can kind of segue into that just a little bit right now. After I got out of the Army and  
during the time that I went to college at Husson and then also during the time in Kansas  
and in New Jersey and prior, there were intervals where I worked as a carpenter. And that's  
what really got me interested in carpentry. And I could always fall back on carpentry so  
that for years and during summers when I wasn’t employed in the university, and on the 
holidays, I would go back to carpentry. When I did finally get to be at Bayside, carpentry  
was a natural thing for me to do. And when I retired, I retired deliberately. I mean, I was  
70-some odd years old when I retired. I could have retired at 65, but I had good health and  
things were going fine. So, I just stayed on until I was 70. But I deliberately retired then  
knowing that I could now go into carpentry full time. And I did that for quite a few years  
after 2000.  

FL: And still today, correct?  

RS: And I still do it today.  

FL: This is a great jumping-off point, Rob, to talk about now how you came to Bayside,  
how you learned about it and your evolution here.   

RS: That connects with what I previously said. When I was at the University of Florida-- I  
went to the University of Florida in 1967. It was a large institution. But even in those days,  
it was the kind of institution where you could become friendly and interact with people in  
all other places in the university: agriculture, law, medicine, and so forth and so on. You  
can't do that anymore. The institutions have become so big that every subject matter is  
kind of isolated--  

FL: Or siloed.  



RS: Interacting with some of those other people, I became friends with a man in the  
English department. And I was in the college of education. And he had been in Maine  
when he was in the Navy. I think he'd been at Brunswick, maybe some other Coast Guard  
type area. And gotten married in Maine. And he and his bride at the time took a trip - what  
today would be a honeymoon trip - moved around Maine looking for a place to live. They  
didn't have much money, you can imagine, because they were in the Navy. And they came  
through Bayside. And they saw this cottage with a For Sale sign of it. Now, this was  
probably around the middle 1960s. And they bought it for $2,000 and then kind of  
squandered in it, did a little bit of upkeep, a little bit repair but not much. Anyway, in the  
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late '60s, early '70s, that marriage fell apart and they got divorced. And he then wanted to  
sell this cottage. But because he and I had known each other, he knew that I was from the  
area. He knew that I would like to get back here but didn't have any place to go to, didn't   
have any family or any property. He offered it to me sight unseen. And I had a friend over  
in Unity, and I asked him to come over and look at it and tell me if he thought it was worth  
buying at the price. And he called me back and said yes it was. But that was just a cursory  
outside look.  

FL: Sure, no structural inspection.   

RS: I bought it from him sight unseen, got a mortgage from the Bangor Savings Bank at  
the time.  

FL: For the same price that he paid for it, more or less?  

RS: That was for $7,200. So, he made a little bit of money. But prices had begun to take  up 
a little bit but not much. The man across the street, Joe Reilly, bought his cottage two or  
three years after I did for $11,000. Now, what are they? $250,000 or $300,000, if you can  
get it.  

FL: Hundreds of thousands, sure, if you're lucky.  

RS: If you're lucky, yeah. So, I bought it in I believe it was either '73 or '74, sight unseen.  
And then I came up during the summer because normally in education, faculty members  
didn't get employed during the summer. And I came up and remember driving up  
Broadway, came up this way. Where is the cottage? And we spotted the sign for sale. And  
I said, "There it is," and we came in. [laughter]  



FL: Any big surprises or any memorable first response?  

RS: The roof leaked in about a dozen places. The first time we had heavy rain, I had a  
dozen pots around collecting water. So immediately, the first order of business was  
repairing the roof and then doing other things. Sills began to rot and didn't have adequate  
electricity and so forth and so on.  

FL: And this was probably not uncommon at that time for a lot of the cottages in this area. 

RS: Yeah, not uncommon at all.  

FL: It was a period where maintenance had sort of been let go with some cottages. 
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RS: I recalled very soon thereafter, that this cottage before my friend had bought it when  
he was in the Navy, that this cottage had become so disintegrated that there was talk of  
tearing it down. I was also told that it had been used about the same time for boat storage.  
You remember the boat schools right behind me.  

FL: Sure, yes.  

RS: They had their big dormitory with the big kitchen and the big dining area, the  
auditorium place (fl: reference to Auditorium Park). And this would be a good place to  
store their dinghies. And so, they would come in and just leave the dinghies in here. It  
didn't matter that the house had fallen down, because the dinghies would have been outside  
anyways [laughter].  

FL: Right. Was this one of the society cottages or part of the Methodist Camp group? 

RS: No, it was not.  

FL: So, it was built just as a family cottage.  

RS: When I first bought the cottage, Lowell and Arlene Parker still ran the store at the  
bottom of the hill, a general store with the post office. (fl: reference to present day Blair  
Agency, located on Ruggles park; Adelaide Barrock Lincoln worked for the Parkers as a  
part-time post mistress in the mid-late 1940’s)). And we became friends because we  
interacted. And one summer after they sold that place down there, they still wanted to  
come back to Bayside for brief visits in the summer so they would rent places around. And  



one summer they were renting the cottage right next door to me here, the Sheffield cottage.  

FL: That was Genevieve and her brother, Duncan, who owned it?  

RS: Yes, and I was working on the backside of my cottage here, upstairs in that sleeping  
loft that extended out over the cottage and was held up by angle braces and was open.  
There were no windows, no doors or anything like that. The rain would come in and the  
snow would come in. And I thought, "I don't need this." So, I cut it off and dropped it  
down on the ground. And Lowell Parker was in the cottage next door watching me. And  
when I tore it off, I tore out a piece of lumber that had a name written on it. And if you  
know anything about lumbering in Maine, when you took your logs to a mill, and they saw  
them in the boards, or two by fours or two by sixes, they always wrote your name on it so  
that they would know whose log this was and whose lumber this was. When you went to  
pick it up, you would get your lumber and you would pay for yours and so forth and so on.  
And the name was on it. And Lowell asked me whose name it was, and I read it out to  
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him. I don't recall what it was, at the moment. But I read it out to him. And Lowell said,  
"Oh, that was my uncle." And I said, "Well, that's interesting." So, we had a little  
conversation, and in the process of that conversation between the two of us we dated the  
cottage to about 1875.  

FL: And did you do this also by looking at deeds, etc.?  

RS: I have abstracts, but I don't remember how far back they go. I do have it somewhere  
and in anticipation of talking with you, I thought I'd get it out and read it, but I can't find it  
right now.   

FL: Definitely dating back to an early period, even in the context of the village.  

RS: Back then when you bought a piece of property, you could ask for an abstract that  
gave you the history of the cottage all the way back to when they first started keeping legal  
records about it. And I have it somewhere, but no, the only way I dated it is-- well, two  
ways. The way that Lou spoke to me about it, plus the fact that it kind of has the same  
architectural features that many of the cottages that we know were built in 1880 or in the  
1880s such as the Cottage Museum up here on Pleasant Street. That's about 1880. And that  
cottage is roughly the same as-- is just the way that they built them. So that's the way we  
dated them. And so anyway, on the first summer I was here, I was making friends. I knew  
no one here even though I grew up 20 miles away, but we never got over here. I may have  
known this area was here, but I never got here. I lived in Unity and as I said we had no  



automotive transportation, so we never got to the coast except those rare occasions when  
we got on the train. So, we didn't go swimming. We didn't go boating. Nothing like that.  
When I bought the place and drove up through it, I knew nobody but then I quickly  
became acquainted with the Sheffields next door and then the people who own the cottage  
below me who were from New Jersey. And the Sheffields, Duncan Sheffield, was a  
librarian in the New York City Library. City College of New York Library, I believe. And  
his sister, Genevieve, was a schoolteacher in New York City. And they would come and  
live here for the summer.  

They were brother and sister. Duncan had been married for a brief time and had a daughter  
who now lives up on Bluff Road, Julian.  

I never met Julian until many years later. It was always Duncan and Genevieve. And  
Duncan's cottage was just like mine. It leaked like a sieve, and he was out back  
complaining that this cottage is leaking, and I don't know what to do about it and I would  
say, "Oh, that's easy to fix," and he looked at me and said, "That's easy for you to say. You  
know how to do it but I don't," and I said, "Okay. I'll tell you what, if you will help me, I  
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will fix your roofs and we'll go from there," and he was just as pleased about that and he  
went to town and the next time I saw him which was only about three or four hours later,  
he had bought a set of overalls and a railroad cap and he was ready to go to work. And we  
fixed his roofs and then I fixed my roofs and from then on, I became known as the guy that  
would do small repair carpentry jobs around the village.  

FL: The word got out!  

RS: The word got out. I have been doing that kind of work in Bayside from about 1974 to  
the present time.  

FL: Incredible. And you must enjoy it at some level, obviously.  

RS: I do. Yeah. I do enjoy it.  

FL: And you're very good at it, so that's helpful.  

RS: And it's a mix of doing things for other owners who need things done for which I get  
paid and then also a lot of volunteer carpentry for the community such as the cottage  
museum on Pleasant Street which another fellow, Dick Brockway and I took on the task of  
doing the carpentry back in 2003, 2004 and then more recently volunteered and rebuilt the  



fence around Merrithew Square Park there so it's been-- and then Dick and I particularly  
worked a lot together, we rebuilt the pump house roof. We raised the roof and rebuilt it.  We 
put sets of stairs in the community hall on the platform.  

FL: Oh, the stage?  

RS: The stage, right. And we built the police room downstairs. All of that kind of work  
was always volunteer.  

FL: That stage, it seemed for a period, was just barely standing, and the fact that it's been  
preserved is amazing. The projects that you're doing now, Rob, are you tearing down  
buildings and putting things back up, or are these more specific projects aligned to your  
expertise?  

RS: No, in some earlier years, although when I retired, I was 70 years old, so some people  
would say, well, you weren't very young then. But I tell people that I've taken down four  
chimneys in Bayside, different chimneys. I used to do pretty significant work of that kind.  
Jacking up buildings, putting in sills, particularly on porches. But in more recent years, I  
haven't done projects of that scope, but I've done really one after another, continuing  
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smaller projects, primarily because I worked by myself and enjoyed more working by  
myself and don't have others to help. And so consequently, I don't take on those bigger  
projects which would require not only other help but more equipment which I don't have  
and don't want.  

FL: All these cottages, of course, are each unique in their own way and but also with some  
similarities as we discussed earlier on. But is there anything that you could think of with all 
these projects that might stick out in your mind as a surprise or something that seemed  
unique with a certain cottage?  

RS: Well, as you said, every one of these older cottages certainly are unique in and of  
themselves, and so repairing anything in them is a unique experience because you can't  
just say, well, go buy a new thing and put it in; it just doesn't work that way. I remember  
when I cut that back sleeping porch off my house up on the second floor and then put that  
door in there and put a little deck on what's called the shed roof. I was brought up as a  
carpenter to put things in square and plumb. And I put that door in square and plumb and it 
wouldn't close. [laughter]  

And then I realized what all the older people used to tell you. Peg Lovejoy, I remember,  



telling me one time, "You never use square and plumb in Bayside." And that was true. I  
had put it in plumb and had to take it out again and put it in on a slight angle so it would  
close properly. So, every one of these cottages is unique in that respect. Another thing   
that's kind of interesting is for some reason, I've always been interested in older things,  
particularly antique-type things. And any time I can discover something that's old, not  
because it's valuable, not because I want to sell it, but because it tells a story and I like it.  
I'm attracted to these buildings because there might be something you find like I showed  
you earlier. Under my house, I found a packing crate with the word Northport, Maine  
written on it, which was a shipping label which probably comes from at least 1900, and a  
long stick that was divided into Roman numeral foot-long gradations which I believe was a  
stick used to measure the things.  

FL: Just thrown on the ground under the cottage?  

RS: That was just thrown on the ground underneath the porch. I was working on a cottage  
up here, a few cottages up on the left-hand side. It's now the Hilty Cottage. It used to be  
called the Cross Cottage. You might know it by that name. That's two down from where  
Carl Matteson used to live. And I was working on the back-- oh, talk about big projects,  
I've done a lot of work in that cottage. I built a bathroom in that cottage, I subdivided  
upstairs in the rooms, and so and so on. But one year, I was working on a small shed on  
the back which a lot of these cottages used to have as you know for firewood, and I found  
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a pan about 12 inches in diameter. And it was a Baker's Chocolate tin if you can envision  
it, with the woman and the apron with Baker's under her arm. Very valuable but also still  
in pretty good shape because it'd been protected from the elements. I pulled it out and took  
it in and showed it to the lady and told her what it was, and she's hung it on the wall ever  
since. I think it's still there. A similar kind of thing happened over in the Brewer Cottage  
which used to be the Boat School Cottage right behind me there.  

A man came in here from California about 20 years ago and gutted the whole cottage. He  
was one of these dot.com people who made millions of dollars in whatever it is they do out  
there. And he came in and bought that cottage. And there used to be about 10 little, small  
rooms upstairs, 6x8, just big enough to lie down in, and he gutted it all and took out all the  
lumber and threw it out on the ground and then rebuilt it to be more accommodating to his  
interests. Lodging rooms, wallboard instead of wood, and so on. And I asked him what he  
was going to do with that lumber. And he said he was going to throw it away. And I asked  
him if I could have it. And he said, "Yes." And he asked me what I was going to do with it.  
I said, "I'm going to saw it up for firewood." Well, in the process of sawing it up for  
firewood, in my little stove here, I came across a number of pieces of lumber that had  



writing on it. The name of the cottage, Brewer, and other kinds of writing. And I clipped  
the boards off so you'd have that writing left, but you didn't have to have a 12-foot room to  
keep in. I took it back and showed it him and explain the significance. He had absolutely  
no interest in it whatsoever. I still have a few pieces of that.  

FL: What a shame. Were there any board writings from, say, some of the children and the  
teenagers who stayed there, names and dates, or anything like that?  

RS: I don't think in that cottage there was any of that. But there have been in many of these  
other cottages, they actually would keep a chronology of who visited. They would write in  
pencil on the wall. And up in the museum cottage, we have a couple of examples of that. 
FL: That's great that you were able to save some from that cottage. This seems to be sort  of 
a balancing act for these cottages. Obviously, people want more modern conveniences,  but 
in a way it's at the expense of reducing the integrity and the whole spirit, and the fun of  the 
cottage. It's nice that people like you make more of an effort to sort of hang on to  what's 
still important. And you mentioned your stove earlier, Rob. When you first came in  here, 
was there any heating source at all?  

RS: When I first came, it's interesting, there was an antique stove here. And it was the one  
thing that was featured in the sales advertisement for the cottage. The antique stove was  
evidently so unique because it had a front on it that it had a fan front, half circle that open  
like this (fl: open arch sweeping gesture). And you feed it through half of the hole that was  
created when you open to fan through. And it was considered so unique and so attractive  
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that when Blair-- this was one of Blair's first-- I think for sales, he or whoever was listing  
the house, listed that antique stove as an attraction. I used it for many years. The grates  
were burnt out. I would go down to the shore and try to pick up pieces of metal that had  
washed in and use them for grates in the bottom. But then I couldn't do that much  
anymore. The sides would begin to burn out. What people don't know until they live with  
these things is that metal will burn up in time.  

FL: Did you have concerns about it becoming a fire hazard?  

RS: Yeah, I didn't have any matt under it or anything like that. But I did know that there  
was a place over here in Thorndike called Bryant Stove and the fact of the matter is, I went  
to school with his wife it turned out. She told me many years later. I had a friend take it out  
and take it over there to see if he could rebuild it, reconstruct it for me. But we found out  
that he became very famous for the business, refurbishing stoves, but he was dependent on  
being able to find parts in old hardware stores and other building supply stores particularly  



in the mid-west that had gone out of business where this stuff had been left behind and  
that's how he did his business. And he said, "I can't find any pieces and parts."  

My friend went to Oakland and got me this stove (fl: gesturing to current cottage stove),  
which has really been good-- then I had a decrepit chimney, literally decrepit, and I went  to 
a chimney company over here on Route 90 in Rockport to see if they would take the  
chimney down and put up a metal chimney, which was quicker and easier and more  
efficient. And that's why you see so many of them around now. And they wanted too much  
money. And I was a college professor. I didn't have much extra money. So, I thought to  
myself, "Well, hell, I can take that chimney down," so I got up on my ladder and took it  
down and then I put up the metal asbestos chimney and it's worked very well ever since. 
FL: That's great. I'm going to mention this, Rob, just for the record. My sister and brother 
in-law, Claudia and Paul Andrews, who has a cottage on Bay Street, I know she and my  
brother-in-law Paul have used Bryant Stove. They have an old stove in their kitchen. And  
what she's told me is consistent with what you just described about getting parts out from  
the mid-west, because I believe that's what they did. And fortunately for them, they were  
able to resurrect their stove. And I think it's more decorative now, an old cook stove in the  
kitchen, but they were able to restore it.  

RS: And I had, in the kitchen, which you've seen when you went through there, I had a big  
black Clarion stove, you know those big black cook stoves? With the grates on top?  

FL: Right. 
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RS: And it had been a wood stove at one time. It had been converted to oil. And I had an  
oil drum in what is now the bathroom where the toilet is. And it fed, by gravity through a  
little line through that barrel into that now converted oil stove, which we lit only once a  
week on Saturday to heat water. We had a big iron water tank behind it. And so only one  
day a week did we have hot water heated through that process, which is when we bathed  
and took our shower.  

FL: And that was probably common practice here at that time?  

RS: Oh, yes. But that was the only use that we ever made of that big stove. And because it  
took up so much room, then I decided to get rid of it. So, again, I called Bryant Stove and  
had them come over and thinking that they would take it away. They were thinking that I   
wanted a lot of money. I wanted it gone. I didn't particularly want money. They said that it  



wasn't really worth much at all and they didn't want to bother with it. I prevailed on them  
to take it out there for me if I gave it to him, so they did. And that then opened up space in  
the kitchen which we then could devote to…  

FL: A little more functionality and wiggle room.  

RS: By doing things. Right.  

FL: But it's nice that you've still managed to still keep some of the old memories, if you  
will, by leaving artifacts in there and collecting ones that might have been here back then.  

RS: We had no cook stove in this cottage for the first 10 years that I lived here. All that we  
had was a double burner hot plate. And the double burner hot plate was another thing that  
was featured in the advertisement. [laughter]  
And so, I would cook lobster, for example, for as many as six and eight people on the  
double burner hot plate. And finally, one day, I was driving through Belfast and I drove by  
Macleod's (fl: Furniture store) and I saw this little camp stove, one of those square ones,  
not the big ones. But the square ones sitting out in front of the store which they often do to  
attract people to buy things. And I went in and bought it and brought it up here and then  
got somebody to put a 220 electric line in so that we would have a cook stove. And then  
the refrigerator, which I still call an icebox, the original refrigerator that was here when I  
came was one of those that had the round compressor on the top.  

And every time it came on, it shook like hell and we had a friend, turned out to be a  
relative. Her son married Joy's daughter, and she came up several times to spend the week  
here. And she named it the Carmen Miranda because when it came on it would shake, it  
moved [laughter]. 
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FL: That's clever!  

RS: But, again, over time, it became less efficient. And so, since then, we've had other. 
But we're very limited because of the space.  

FL: I think many people have that same challenge here. But, just looking around now  
you've showed me this cottage is in remarkable condition and very beautifully put  
together.  

RS: But one thing about this cottage that I don't like and from the perspective of a  
carpenter is that it has no bracing in it. If you look in these old cottages, this is a good one.  



They used anything and everything that they had. If it was a short piece of wood, they just  
put two together. And they put studs up and corner posts up, but they never braced them.  
And so, consequently, when you look at this cottage, this cottage is worse than any I've  
seen in the area it leans back like that (fl: Rob gesturing to the back exterior building  
walls). And that's because there was no brace put like this.  

FL: Holding it straight.  

RS: They didn't do that. And then if you look at the materials that they used, they used  
very light materials. You look at those what we call two-by-fours up there, they're more  
probably two-by-three more than two-by-fours and then here you've got your floor joists,  
which is quite a long span almost probably something like 13 or 14 feet and they're only  
two-by-sixes. You wouldn't build that way nowadays. You just couldn't.  

FL: With no carrying beam or anything load-bearing.  

RS: Exactly. If you're not going to have a load-bearing post in the middle you'd better put  
two-by-eights or two-by-tens up there but they never did that. So consequently, here's an  
example, Fred. When I open these-- you look here (fl: Rob gesturing to his cottage front  
doors). When I open these doors, these doors are two inches off the floor there but right  
here they're on the floor and that other one scrapes the floor.  

FL: Very typical of many Bayside cottages.  

RS: That's because it leans back. It doesn't stand true.  

FL: What I always find remarkable Rob, and I agree with you, is in spite of everything  
you've just described, many of these cottages continue to stand and take the beatings off  
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the bay (year after year) and with just kind of a wing and a prayer and smart people like  
you that can sort of figure out what needs to be done to keep it standing - that's amazing.   

RS: It was almost 150 years later and it's still functioning well.  

FL: When you come to Bayside nowadays, Rob and Joy (Rob’s wife (JS) has now joined  
us) how long do you stay for the season?  

RS/JS: Pretty much four months. Usually, June through September.  



FL: And you stay pretty warm with the stove and--  

RS/JS: Oh, yeah. It's chilly in the morning sometimes but that stove is great.  

FL: Yeah. And is there any type of insulation here at all.  

RS/JS: No.  

FL: Incredible!  

RS: As you can see it sits on very sloping land, so the front is on the ground almost, but  
the back is six feet off the ground.  

FL: You're sort of in a transitional type of a landscape so that adds to my earlier comment  
of the fact the cottage continues to stand with all the shifting of the soil, etc.  RS: Well, I 
have resealed it on both sides and then put new posts on the back which  something almost 
six feet tall and I've mentioned more recently to several people that even  though we know 
that anything that sits on top of the ground in Maine is going to move  from freezing and 
thawing, the fact is that over 50 years, there's been very little movement.  I mean, it may 
move up, but then it moves back - probably one reason why it remains as  good as it is.  

FL: Rob, you mentioned some of your neighbors and people from past years like the  
Sheffield's, but are there other people that you were particularly close to here or that you  
have a memory of other people who maybe are no longer here today?   

RS: Well, I often tell people that I've worked in almost every cottage in the community.  
But those that are associated with some of the older people that have been here-- I don't  
recall too many, as I say in one cottage up the road here, I did put a bathroom in for a lady  
and then I had done a lot of remodeling-- not remodeling, (JS: Repairs); putting walls in  
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upstairs to make smaller rooms and putting in fans and for an elderly lady by the name of  
Harriott Heninnger, and her sister were-- their names were Cross. And their family came  
from Bangor originally, back in the 1880s. And Cross is quite a common name around  
Bangor. So that probably tied into all that stuff. They were the older-- the older people are  
gone pretty much now. The older ones that we would know. The Parkers, I recall. Sally  
Wilson down here, of course, is not quite that old, but she's been around a long time. Peg  
and Ed Lovejoy who had done very well. And yeah, I've been up on the top of their roof  
numerous times. [laughter]  



JS: And the Brockways are getting on too. They're in their 80s.  

FL: What you're describing is understandable because you remember how people and  
things were in the past but, as we move forward with newer people coming in, which is  
very nice. But it's interesting for people like yourselves who have seen changes over time,  
sometimes more subtle….  

JS: Far more rentals. When I started here, about 36 years ago or so, there weren't that many  
rentals.  

RS: No, rental was a kind of incidental sort of thing as you know.  

FL: Sure, versus by necessity now.  

JS: Yeah, and a lot of them just needed help paying their taxes.  

FL: Right, not an uncommon situation now  

JS: And what I thought is so interesting is the renters oftentimes come back like 10, 20,  
years, and you get to be friendly with them.   

FL: That’s wonderful.  

JS: And they have a feeling of love for the community, many of them do, and you wish  
they could buy. But it's getting to the point where they can't, especially if they're teachers  
or something like that.  

FL: That's a good point, Joy, because we may sometimes defer only to people who "own  
cottages here." But there are many others who are part of the community, as you've  
described, who do love it. And maybe they don't have the advantage of being here as long  
as others. So that's an important point. I'm glad you brought that up.  

16  

Before we finish - this cottage, did it have a name when you first purchased it? I know  
now it does.  

RS: I'm glad you asked. No, it didn't have a name. It kind of reminds of another little segue  
way there. Somebody asked me the other day if this little lane between Lovejoy and this  
cottage right here, that little lane.  



JS: That little alley?  

RS: That little alley down past here. Somebody asked me the other day - a person who's  
lived here a long time - what's the name of that lane? And I said, "I don't think it has a  
name. I've never known it to have a name." Well, I was looking at the Greenlaw map,  
which is the authoritative map, in the overseer's room the other day. And lo and behold,  
there it is. And it has no name. And so, it has never had a name since I've been here. And I  
don't think-- and the Greenlaw map is 1900, and it had no name on the green little map. So  
that is a little lane people travel on a lot, and it has no name. Well, this cottage, as far as I  
know, it had no name. And I've never found any evidence that it had a name. But when I  
bought it, I was married at the time to another person. And her father, my father-in-law at  
the time, knew that I had grown up in Unity.  

And so, he made this signboard Unity for me, and I hung it up there. Now, this is when I  
first came here. I was not aware of the fact that there were society cottages behind me. And  
among them was one named Unity. But I would go to Viking or EBS (Mollison’s at the  
time). I tell people I remember when it was not EBS but Mollisons. And had a lot of  
materials to be delivered, and they've been delivered to the wrong Unity cottage down  
there. Then I'd have to go down there and lug it up here. And so, I learned that there was a  
Unity cottage. So, some friends were here one time, and I was telling them about that. And  
I said, "I'm a little bit bummed out by the fact that I've named this cottage, when, in fact,  
there is historic cottage back here named Unity and the lady said, "Well, you should name it 
Unity II," and I said, "Well, but that seems to me to be so prosaic. Roman numeral two,"  
and she said, "Oh, no. I don't mean that." She said, "I mean T-O-O. In other words, Unity  
also," and so consequently that's what I did. I just went and pasted them up on the sign-- so  
now it's becoming, and people are referring to it as, the “Unity Too” cottage.  

FL: Was there some level cooperation with the owners of the Unity society cottage? Did  
you ever have any conversation with them about it?  

RS: No. Never. I never did.  

FL: But the fact they didn't bring it up - they likely mustn’t have minded. 
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RS: The person who owns the Unity Cottage now are the Wolfires. The people who  bought 
it prior to him and from whom he purchased it when they bought the Unity  Cottage, they 
took the Unity sign down. They did some work on the cottage, modifying the  cottage, and 
one of the modifications was they took the Unity sign down because they had  no 



appreciation of its significance and hid it away somewhere. In fact, I remember Joe  Reilly 
and I both going down there and trying to see if we could get the sign from them. We 
couldn't, for some reason, but my point is they had no appreciation of the fact that this  was 
a historic sign in a community in which signs indicated something about the buildings.  But 
then when Wolfire’s bought it, he found the sign hidden away and put it back.  

FL: Thank goodness they saved it.  

Most people, fortunately, do have an appreciation. And maybe the historical society is  part 
of that too, making sure people are aware-- sometimes they may not know what they  don't 
know but fortunately when Joe Reilly bought his cottage across the street a couple of  years 
after I bought mine, it never had a name on it either. The name on it was the name  of the 
owner, a Italian fellow (Dalpien, or something like that) from New Jersey in that  area 
somewhere. That's the name I remember seeing on that cottage for a few years before  Joe 
bought it and when Joe bought it and Dalpien was taken down, the cottage had no  name. 
But he was talking with Genevieve Sheffield and Genevieve said, "Oh, that cottage  was 
always called Little Harbor," so then Joe went and had a sign made “Little Harbor” and put 
it back on the building. So that name was reclaimed and put back up on the  cottage.  

FL: That's a nice story.  

RS: The cottage next to it, when I came, was owned by a woman who’s name I don’t  
recall. The big cottage south of it was owned by a woman by the name of Mrs. Carter. And  
she used to live there year-round, although it was no better insulated than this one. I think  
she was forced to live in one room in front. But she ran a gift shop in that cottage. Do you  
remember that?  

FL: Yes, the Seagull Gift Shop if I recall correctly. I remember my older sisters going  
there and buying jewelry or something each summer. I'm glad you brought that up.  

RS: I'm going to want to talk to you and your sisters because I have suggested to Joe that  
one of the things the historical society ought to do is getting together some information  
about how there used to be commerce going on here in Bayside. 
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FL: A lot of that was even before our time. But obviously, from the photographs we've  
seen, there was quite a bit of it.  



RS/JS: But then still some things that even you remember like the Seagull cottage. And by  
the way, I want to compliment you. When the issue about the winch came up last winter,  
my initial-- I'm not on the board of directors, so I try to keep my nose out of things. But  
my initial thing about that was don't touch it. It's a historic feature. And there was this  
notion to get rid of that trash at no expense and be done with it. But at the time, I  
remember you and Wendy Huntoon speaking up for it.  

FL: Yes.  

RS: Which I thought was right on the mark. You used to play on it.  

FL: There was an old building over it that we would climb on (as children in the 1960’s  
and early 1970s).  

RS/JS: And I remember you said-- and the argument was it's dangerous to children. Freddy  
said we would climb on it when we were children and we're all still here. [laughter]  

FL: We did!  

Well, Rob and Joy, I appreciate your time, and it's been a pleasure for me to sit here with  
you in your beautiful cottage. You’ve shared many important stories that I had either  
forgotten or else didn't fully realize (or new altogether). This has been a real treat, thank  
you.  

RS: There will be more to come, I'm sure.  

FL: We can certainly continue the conversation! Thank you again.  

RS: You're most welcome. Thank you, Fred. 
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