I'm Trudy Eldridge. This is August 17, 2016.
I'm in the Community Hall in Bayside, Maine talking with Meg Crofoot...

TE: I'll just start off asking some questions, but don’t be held back, Meg. OK?
MC: OK
TE:  Can you tell me how your family first came to Bayside?

MC: Sure. It was before [ was born. I was actually born in Belfast at the Waldo
County General Hospital. My Dad was a doctor and really liked to sail and wanted to
be able to combine those two types of life. He had grown up sailing in Maine in the
summers and wanted, I think, to make that a more regular part of his life. I now,
having taken a job that geographically constrained me, I feel that his seeking a job
that allowed him to live where he wanted to live and do what he wanted to do was
perhaps a wise choice. They were looking to move to Maine and looked at hospitals
up and down the coast including one at Blue Hill, Pen Bay, and then Belfast. And I
think Belfast wanted a surgeon and so they ended up here.

TE:  Great. And your mom and dad found that house, that wonderful house. Why
don’t you just describe being a little child in that house, just for fun. It's always...say
the address so everybody knows..

MC: So, I grew up at 800 Shore Road. It used to be RFD 1180 before there were
street names down here. And it's a big old 1880’s? 19007 kind of a turn-of-the-
century house and, like many houses in Bayside, kind of creaky and makes a lot of
noise. And, one of the problems of growing up there as a kid is that I'm not sure any
of my friends from elementary school actually ever made it through a night on a
sleep-over. I'm pretty sure that there were a lot of late night drive homes because
they got too scared. Butit's a fantastic house and one of the fantastic things about
growing up in Bayside and living here year around is that you have this distinct
seasonality where, in summer, everyone shows up and you have tons of kids and
you're playing around and then everybody leaves, and the whole neighborhood
becomes your playground. And so the whole Village becomes your playground

TE:  That's nice. So throughout the summer, it’s covered with people but in the
winter you get to have it all to yourselves and you can imagine what you want there.

MC:
TE:  What sort of changes have you seen over the years?

MC: Well, there are the obvious sort of visual ones with more and more houses
being winterized and it changes sort of the look of the place and it has also extended
the season, how long people stay. I think, from a nostalgic perspective maybe, the
truly saddest thing maybe, one of the great things about being a kid here, was that



the same set of kids came back every summer, there was this recurring cast of
people that, you didn’t see them all winter long, maybe you wrote, maybe you didn't,
who would show up here maybe in mid-June, early July at 4th of July time, and they
were here for four to eight weeks—whether it was people who owned houses and
came every summer or whether it was repeat renters. And it seems that fewer
people come up for the whole summer and there is less of that long-term
community that's made it really fun. But, on the other hand, you know, there’s so
much of a bond -- the renters who returned every year and that community of kids
that you see. And that was the really fantastic part of growing up here, I guess.

TE: [1think, everyone mentions that, that you had the same friends every summer
so it was familiar for everybody and the rules didn’t change, they stayed the same.
You could play all over the place and it was safe. You were lucky, you got to live
here all year and you were safe all the time. One person was saying, how their
children would come in the summer and she could just let them go free and roam.

MC: Ijust, sort of, I'm pregnant now, my first pregnancy. It’s really nice, driving
through Bayside last night, and when you turned down by the wharf, you saw a
group of, I don’t know, 8-, 9-,10-, 11-year olds just playing at 7:30 at night, just
playing in the park by themselves, and it’s nice be in a place where that’s still........

TE: It must be nice to see it all happening. What do you think has stayed the
same? You've kind of addressed that. Do you have anything that sticks in your
mind, that you say, “Oh great! When you come back home, you can still....?"

MC:  Well, for hours, for hours very little changes. It still feels like the same place
that I grew up, it still feels like a community where people know each other, people
are walking down the street and people are interacting. I'm living in a new place
now and I'm sort of amazed at how that sense of community involvement that
people have in the various other...the Historical Society or the Yacht Club or the Golf
Club, or whatever, that people still ..... do a lot over the summer-.....that these
groups....

That’s really nice, and ....its also been easier to .... with tourist season. One of the
downsides of the increased building is that there is less woods than there used to be.
One of the great things in the summer was playing in the woods. There is always the
dock. Butit’s been fun seeing lots of animals around here and seeing turkeys or bald
eagles, that used to be really rare. But now we see bald eagles regularly. That’s fun.

TE: That is fun. I agree with you. But if you were here in the winter, you'd see them
a lot more ‘cause we‘ve got them on our beach.

Who are some of the great Bayside characters that you remember when you were
little or that you enjoy now?

MC: Stan Brown and his cast of dogs, Holly being the one that I remember who
used to roam free all over Bayside. He had this fantastic truck that had the most



incredible collection of inappropriate bumper stickers. The one I remember as a
little kid was, “I may be fat, but you're ugly, and I can diet.” Anyway, that was Stan.

TE:  And he was a lawyer in Belfast who lived down here...in Kelly Cove?

MC: Helived just at the very edge of Bayside, I think it was the last house in
Bayside on the non-water side of Shore Road. And then he moved up to what was
then Flanders Road and is now called Cobe Road, the log cabin.

And of course there Al Keith was a major...

TE:  And Al Keith was the Harbor Master for a long time and he was ... anything he
wanted to be for a long time. And he was here all year, too, so. Tell us a little about
what you remember of him. Was he scary when you were little?

MC: He was just a little intimidating on the dock. But, you know, kept things
under control.

TE:  He didn’t have to do much because his persona helped him.

MC: The other person, you know, she died when I was, quite a while ago, Anne
Einstein, when we were kids in the park. She lived right at the edge of the park. And
there was always someone falling off the slide and busting open their face, and she
was always there to make repairs and looking after all the accidents that happened.

TE:  You know, that used to be the store, when [ was a girl. There was a little
store there.
Are you still friends with anyone from that time in your life?

MC: I'm still friendly with some of the year round kids. [ had a weird split sort of
existence because I had the kids who lived in Bayside year round, and who, for the
most part, didn’t really interact that much with the summer kids. And with the
summer kids, there is always a certain amount of tension and cultural divide. So,
certainly, there are a few who lived up the street from us, Jennika Talbot, now
Jennika Lundy is still here, renting houses in Bayside. And Leah Fein, doesn’t
actually live in Bayside, she lives in Northport, just up the big hill. She and I are still
really close. But of the summer people, it has faded a bit. It’s largely...very few of
them come back. Like the people I was friends with that used to come summers
here aren’t coming back.

TE: Itused to be that Moms and the kids would come and the Dads would come
up on the weekends, but as the Moms entered the workforce, there’s less time for
that.

MC:  And as teenagers started working, and it got to be that if you weren'’t
working up here in the summer, you stayed home and worked. Unfortunately, even



though some of those families still have their houses, the second generation isn’t
coming back.

TE:  One of the questions I ask is “Does you family have any classical Bayside
Stories in their memory?” And some of the families have memories that they share
and others don’t share. Do you have any that come to mind that come out when you
gather, “Oh, do you remember when...?”

You used to moor your boat right out in front of your house.

MC:  Yeah. We still do. It’s still there. There’s certainly the year, the September
hurricane season memory, when our boat came ashore and beat a great big hole in
its side. And everyone who was around at that time was out trying to help keep her
off the rocks. It was really a nice part about community here.

[ can’t go down to the dock without remembering Carl and Isaac Savitz, because
things have changed at the dock that make it hard to imagine now. But, I have these
memories—they were maybe six years older than me—but anyway, old enough that
they seemed old, older than me. People get all freaked out now when people jump
off the dock, but they climbed to the top of the structure, the little house on the dock,
and ran from the top of that and jumped from there.

TE:  Nobody does that anymore, I bet.

MC: No, [ don’t think you can do that anymore. I think that with the stanchions,
you would be hard pressed to clear the sides and not hit the rails.

TE:  Ican’t picture that in my mind.

MC: And given that Isaac jumped from the Belfast bridge at one point, it’s not
surprising...

TE: We talked a little bit about your playing in the area during the summer and
then in the fall. Did you have boundaries. Did your mother say “Don’t go any
further than...” or was it just the clock? “...be home by a certain time.”

MC: It was notjust the clock. It’s interesting because I wasn’t allowed to walk to
school-I went to the elementary school, just down the road, by myself. So, I guess

there were probably some sorts of boundaries,

TE:  Isuppose you were OK to walk through the Village but once you got to the
road and it was 40 mile per hour, it’s kind of scary for parents.

MC: Although we certainly walked to the Bayside Store for ice cream and stuff.

TE:  That’s still a favorite pastime. I see children all the time doing that.



MC:  Actually, and I think this shows how things have changed for the better
maybe. We used to be able to collect bottles and cans to redeem for the five cent
refund and pay for the ice cream.

TE:  Then you were really an entrepreneur in the collection business?
MC: Or following my mother’s example to pick up trash.

TE:  What did you do for fun outside of Belfast? Where would you go outside
when you weren’t at home or on the boat or swimming?

MC: ...Kind of playing with the Bluefish at the park pool. And, I think, tennis
down at Rockport. But actually, summer was really about staying in Bayside—
swimming, sailing, rowing. My grandmother had a house up in Northeast Harbor so
sometimes we would go up there for a week, and hike in Acadia, that kind of thing.

TE:  Oh, that’s a special way to spend a summer and I think people still like to do
that kind of thing.

How about the kids today? Do you think they have more freedom or less freedom?
than you did at their age. I know you are only here for a short time, and I don’t
know if that’s a question you can answer

MC: IthinkIsee a change in the tolerance of the community for kids’ freedom.

In the sense that, ...my sense is, as | was getting older, when I went off to college, my
sense was that the community was less tolerant of the kids, doing the things that
made Bayside summer Bayside summer, whether that was hanging out on the wharf
at night, or in the park at night, complaints about noise and just sort of everything.
I'm sure that’s been going on for generations, I'm sure that it's nothing new. But |
always found it frustrating that someone would buy a house on the park, knowing it
was on the park, and then complain about the noise. You bought a house on the
park. It’s not surprising. Yes, my guess is that it probably hasn’t changed all that
much. It’s just good to see them out and about.

TE:  Yes, you do seem them all around, and they seem to enjoy the boats, fast
boats, speedy boats. And there a lot of sailors at the Yacht Club

Did you go the Yacht Club? Did you learn to sail there?

MC: No, notreally. I actually refused to learn to sail for most of my childhood.
Racing with, trying to learn to sail with your father is never, for me really was not
really successful. But [ went off to college and joined the sailing team..

TE: Did you learn more about sailing in college than you did here on the shore?

MC: About racing, [ knew how to sail.



TE: When you were growing up, you probably had everything you needed as far as
conveniences compared to the summer cottages. Yours was a home. So have those
things changed. [ know your parents added a room, the sunroom.

MC: [ was pretty little when they did that. To me the biggest change is a change in
my mother’s attitude about the temperature of the house. The house is kept a lot
warmer in the winter than it used to be. My brother and I used to spend a lot of the
winter sitting on the heat vents. Or sitting next to the fireplace, like curled up by the
fireplace or next to the wood stove

TE: Do you have a story, some part of Bayside? [ know your mother has been
involved with this project for a long time. What do you think has been beneficial
about gathering history? You may have learned more about the history of Bayside
from your mother’s adventure. But what about yourself?

MC: I think that one of the parts of what is exciting about the Bayside Historical
Preservation Society and the work being done is the times that are these themes of
what makes our community special and different than other communities. The fact
that they are doing this set of interviews. I'm sure there are similar themes from a
lot of people. Because over the generations they’ve the same kinds of experiences,
experiences that are unique enough that people want to come back here despite the
fact that this is not the fanciest of places one could summer, or the least expensive.
or the most expensive. The cottages have a certain elasticity that is part of what
makes the experience what it is and I think that is part of what has been highlighted.
My mom wrote a book, parts of a book, many contributed to a book about the
cottages of Bayside as entrée, as a window into the history of the place. I think one
of the things is the personal stories. Whether it’s a story about the elephant from
the estate down in Saturday Cove getting loose and come down to Bayside or the
stories about the kids doing this, that or the other. It’s the people stories, the stories
of those strange summer occurrences that were the most interesting part that came
out through this focused dive into the cottages, of letting them speak for the
community. And I think that continues to be true. Every summer there are stories,
there are characters who define the summer either for good or for bad depending
on the year.

TE: I do think that the respect shown to the history of the area helped everyone
appreciate the area.

MC: I see this continuity so clearly between lives that looked so different but really
once you get into the personal stories weren’t actually that different.

TE: Now did your age group climb the water tower.
MC: No we didn’t do that. So Milo Peavey was one of my cohort of friends here. So

she always had great adventures; she was always a big organizer of adventures
whether is was sailing off in the day-sailors and spending the night on Islesboro



somewhere. There is a waterfall back up behind Saturday Cove. She would go
wandering around the woods and find cool places. She was a fun person. She taught
the sailing school for a number of years as well.

MC: So one of the defining things for me about summer in Bayside is cocktail hour.
My parents bought the house we live in from the Flanders family. All of our
neighbors as [ was growing up, with one slight exception, were part of that family
and they sort of adopted us into it. Keith and Maureen, are ballet dancers who
taught for years in the Community Hall, live up in Brewer in the winter but spend
their summers down here. Ralph and Jeanne-Marie lived in Bangor and are
founders of the Robinson Ballet Company who live across the street. And Suzie
Reardon, and Snell Robinson and Carolyn and Mary Ayer. So this whole group, this
whole family that we got adopted into. So every night of the summer at 6 o’clock

is cocktail hour and this group of people who as they never fail to remind me,
changed my diapers. I'm looking forward to having them change my baby’s diapers
next summer. This group of people have known each other for a really long time
who have a whole history of ridiculous stories. Good, deep friendships that have
lasted. It’s fun as well with the second generation. Ian Robinson comes back, this
summer for three weeks. Lucy Reardon, David and Willie come back. A lot of these
people come back and I hope that tradition will continue beyond this generation



